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at any rate, if the aim was peace, open diplo-
macy did not score a conspicuous triumph.
In regard to Russia, there also Mr. Lloyd
George always craved for a settlement as part
of the new peace of the world. This was not his
second, but his first thought. He started in-
stantly after the Armistice with the idea of a
joint meeting between the Russian parties.
His first proposal was that they should meet at
Paris ; and this was laid before the Allied Chiefs
early in the Peace Conference, in a conversation
held at the French Foreign Office on Tuesday,
January 21st, 1919.l The French Premier ob-
jected to the presence of the Bolshevists in Paris
as a danger to French society. Mr. Lloyd George
then proposed Salonika or Lemnos, as easily
accessible from Russia. It was as the after-
thought of an official that the island of Prin-
kipo was suggested; perhaps it was a measure
of the fear of Bolshevism already existing among
the Governments of Western Europe. The
appeal to the Russian parties was issued as a
result of this meeting of January 21st. We
all know how it failed. It withered from sheer
lack of support. The Bolshevists refused to
stop fighting. The Russian " loyalists/' already
divided from the Bolshevist rule by gulfs of
hatred and terror, rejected the very idea of a
meeting. The French official class, always very
powerful, was openly hostile, and actively worked
1 See pp. 1240-2 of the Bullitt evidence : " Hearings before
the Committee on Foreign Relations, United States Senate,"
vol. ii. The minutes of the meeting are given. I give them in
full in Appendix C in order to show Mr, Lloyd George's point of
view at this time.